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OUR VIEW

ISSUE:
The PCB cleanup

Route not
perfect
one, but
necessary

he release of the transportation
I plans for the Fox River PCB
cleanup is another milestone in
the longtime effort to remove poly-
chlorinated biphenyls from the
area’s water, where it poses the most
serious health risk.

About 85 truckloads daily over
eight years are expected to carry de-
watered PCB sediment 37 miles from
the new processing facility near
Georgia-Pacific’s Broadway plant in
Green Bay, across the river on Wis-
consin 172, and then down Wisconsin
57 to a landfill in Calumet County.

The trucks will operate from 6 a.m,
to 5:30 pm weekdays and 6 a.m.-noon
Saturdays,

That the primary route includes
downtown De Pere (an alternate
route follows U.S, 41 to Wisconsin 96
and picks up Highway 57 by going
through Wrightstown) is sure to
raise alarms with some residents
along the way. But care will be taken
to make the process safe.

“It’s important for people to know
that this is a dry end product, so
there will not be any leakage or seep-
age coming from the trucks,”
spokesman Scott Stein said in a story

for Monday'’s Green Bay Press-
Gazette “Both routes follow existing
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most-direct. The actual inipacton
daily traffic counts will be relatively

Dredgmg the PCBs out of the river
is expected to begin in May, and the
announcement of the route is the lat-
est evidence that the cleanup is finally
happening. PCBs were banned in 1977
after they were linked to cancer in hu-
mans and deformities in wildlife.

The $600 million, nine-year project is
long overdue, and it will be important
to keep making progress until these
chemicals are removed from the river

Steps are being taken and contin-
ued vigilance is required to ensure
the landfill will be as secure as possi-
ble to prevent leaks into the sur-
rounding water, air and soil.

The project involves dredging 3.8
million cubic yards of sediment from
the river in what will be the largest
river PCB cleanup in the country Cau-
tion is absolutely necessary in dealing
with an environmental threat, and it's
natural to have concerns, but doing
nothing was never an option.



